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Hindustan Times (Delhi) 

MORE AIIMS-LIKE INSTITUTES TO COME UP  

NEW DELHI: Addressing the joint session of Parliament on Monday, President Pranab Mukherjee’s 14th 

agenda on the list was improved healthcare system in the country.  

The most conspicuous was the announcement on establishing All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)-

like institutes in every Indian State.  

“To address the shortfall of healthcare professionals, health education and training will be transformed. AIIMS-

like institutes will be established in every state in a phased manner,” said the President.  

At the moment doctor-patient ratio in India is 1:1800, whereas WHO has stipulated a minimum of 1:1100.  

Experts in the field of healthcare welcomed the idea, but said it needed planned execution.  

“We do need tertiary care and quality healthcare in public sector; if AIIMS-like institutes can be the answer, 

then let it be. However, we must not forget that an AIIMSlike institute doesn’t happen overnight,” said Dr MC 

Misra, director, AIIMS, New Delhi.  

Alternative medicine experts feel what is required of the government is to implement existing schemes well.  

“We don’t lack schemes—be it national rural health mission, school health programme or mobile health 

scheme, homoeopathy has a mention everywhere. What is lacking is implementation, and the focus of the 

present government should be on executing these schemes,” said Dr Ramjee Singh, president of the Central 

Council of Homoeopathy 

10 Jun 2014, Hindustan Times (Jaipur) 

RESEARCH SOLVES PLANT SEX MYSTERY  

LONDON: In a breakthrough, a team of biologists has solved a mystery surrounding how plants have sex. The 

researchers from the University of Leicester have discovered a pair of proteins made by flowering plants that 

are vital for the production of the sperm present within each pollen grain. Scientists knew that flowering plants 

require but two sperm cells for successful fertilisation. The new study from the Twell Laboratory at the 

University of Leicester, published in the journal The Plant Cell, has found a pair of genes called DAZ1 and 

DAZ2 that are essential for making twin sperm cells. PTI  

University rankings: not that simple 
Posted by Editor on June 9th, 2014  

http://euroscientist.com/2014/06/university-rankings-simple/  

 Dear Editor, 

I was fascinated to read Janna Degener’s interesting piece on university rankings. 

http://euroscientist.com/2014/06/university-rankings-simple/
http://euroscientist.com/2014/06/controversial-powerful-university-rankings-under-scrutinity/
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Rankings are an endlessly interesting subject. It is important to understand why they exist. At a superficial level, 

they are designed to sell copies of magazines that publish them, or advertising in these publications, or are a 

commercial undertaking in some other way. More fundamentally, they owe their existence to competition and 

market forces. World rankings illustrate this point. At the turn of the 21st century, there were about two million 

students studying outside their home country. Now there are nearly five million. This means that there is a large 

community of people who know that they want to study internationally, but who lack information on how to go 

about it. 

However, even this is not the whole story. We see from the growth of national university rankings in the late 

20th century that they take off when there is competition between universities for the top students. This is why 

national rankings are less important in continental Europe, where higher education is free or cheap, than in the 

UK or the US, where it is expensive and where student fees are important to university cash flow. 

It is obviously correct to say that a single set of figures comparing two universities does not mean a lot. 

Rankings need to be read with care. And because it is easy to measure research on a world scale, but impossible 

to measure teaching in the same way, rankings can fail to capture the things that matter most to students. 

However, rankings get better and more useful all the time. My own organisation, QS, now ranks universities in 

Latin America, Asia and the BRICS nations as well as globally. More importantly, we now publish a world 

ranking of university performance in 30 subjects, from history to chemical engineering, This innovation vastly 

grows the value of rankings for potential students. 

And while rankings have grown vastly in their use to students, it is worth noting that their unintended 

consequences have been even greater that the intentional ones. They are used to by governments, many of 

which set a target for the number of ranked universities they hope to have; by university managers wanting to 

drive strategy; and by employers looking for top recruits. 

These and other uses of rankings will continue to multiply, as will rankings themselves, and we look forward to 

future debate on the matter. The growing demographic crisis in many countries, with young people becoming 

rarer and more sought-after by employers and educators alike, means that there is a growing incentive for them 

to take well-informed decisions about their future. Rankings are one device they can use to help do so. 

- See more at: http://euroscientist.com/2014/06/university-rankings-simple/#sthash.hoxkk7gg.dpuf 

IIT-Gn, SAC of ISRO sign MoU for research collaboration 

IIT-Gn students will undertake research internships at SAC on joint research projects of common 

interest to IIT-Gn and SAC 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-gn-sac-of-isro-sign-mou-for-research-collaboration-

114060900846_1.html 

The Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar (IIT-Gn) is teaming up with Space Applications Centre (SAC) 

of Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) for research collaboration in the areas of electronics, signal and 

image processing, electro-optical systems modeling. 

 

In this regard, IIT-Gn and SAC signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) at the latter’s campus to 

promote active collaboration between the two institutes.  Under the MoU, IIT-Gn students will undertake 

research internships at SAC on joint research projects of common interest to IIT-Gn and SAC. In turn, IIT-Gn 

will host scientists from SAC who wish to engage in teaching and research, and those interested in pursuing a 

higher degree. Moreover, as a part of signing the MoU, a delegation of IIT-Gn faculty members visited various 

facilities at SAC and interacted with their scientists. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-gn-sac-of-isro-sign-mou-for-research-collaboration-114060900846_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-gn-sac-of-isro-sign-mou-for-research-collaboration-114060900846_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Sac
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Isro
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Mou
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Signing the MoU, IIT-Gn director Sudhir Jain and SAC director AS Kiran Kumar, emphasised that the 

collaboration will allow both the institutes to explore opportunities and result in significant research output in 

areas of electronics, signal and image processing, among others. 

 

“This is a partnership between two prestigious national institutes, SAC with the IIT-Gn, which is a host to 

highly energetic and motivated young students. This partnership will be thus mutually beneficial considering 

that both institutes are involved with development of complex state of the art technologies,” said Jain. 

 

Jain added that the exposure of young minds during internships to interesting projects and state-of-the-art 

facilities early on will motivate them to take up even bigger challenges in the field of aerospace research. Some 

of the IIT-Gn students who already working as interns at SAC presented their project highlights in the meeting. 

 

The students are working on projects such as electronics, control system for navigation and modeling under 

various senior scientists. Sensor Development Area Deputy director Saji A Kuriakose stressed upon the 

development of a miniature airborne platform, which will find significant use in local remote sensing.  

Apart from SAC, IIT-Gn has ongoing MoUs with several companies, such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL), 

The Ricoh Company Ltd and Nielsen LLC. The institute recently held a one-day Industry Partnership Retreat 

aimed at developing a road map for engaging with industry in an effective and sustainable manner. 

Rs 920 cr radio dishes project underway at IIT Indore 
— By Atul Gautam ,  June 09, 2014 12:50 am  

 

Banking on DST for funds 

The institute had provided a seed grant of Rs 50 million for setting up a Radio Astronomy Laboratory and the 

first radio dish. For its radio arrays project, the institute require huge amount of funds for which it is counting 

on Department of Science of Technology. The director’s report says further progress (of the project) depends 

entirely on the provision of funding by the DST. 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Underwriters+Laboratories
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ricoh+Company
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Nielsen+Llc
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Indore: With a single-dish radio telescope constructed and installed by the Indian Institute of Technology 

Indore on its PACL campus last year drawing encouraging results, the institute has undertaken a larger project 

of setting up an array of radio dishes. The project cost will be Rs 920 crore. 

If all goes to plan, this perhaps will be the biggest project in terms of money by any IIT in the country. “A 

project, with the aim of building a large high-frequency array of radio dishes at IIT Indore, is currently 

underway. The cost of the project has been estimated at Rs 920 million,” revealed IIT Indore director Pradeep 

Mathur in its report released during convocation ceremony on June 5. 

Former President and noted scientist APJ Abdul Kalam — who was chief guest of the convocation ceremony — 

during his visit to the institute, had hailed the radio telescope project.Four faculty members of the IIT Indore, Dr 

Siddharth Savyasachi, Dr M M Anbarasu, IA Palani and Pankaj R Sagdeo are working on the project. 

Last year this team with with the help of undergraduate students had designed and constructed a single-dish Alt-

Az motion radio telescope which is capable of 90 degrees motion in altitude and 100 degree motion in azimuth. 

Expect for the aluminum dish, the entire structure was constructed at the IIT Indore workshop. 

The radio telescope was inaugurated by then Union minister Shashi Tharoor in September, 2013. The director’s 

report says that the team is in the process of acquiring a PLL at 10 GHz in order to operate receiver system at 10 

GHz continually. “A separate and simple receiver chain with no down conversion has also been assembled by 

the team which recently detected neutral hydrogen in the galaxy as a first step towards calibrating the 

telescope.” 

Now a second dish is being constructed at the IIT Indore. 

This new dish is part of the dish array project.  The basic advantage that the radio arrays have over single dishes 

is that they provide a way to probe very small angular scales on the sky. 

 

 


